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GUIDO CAVALCANTI

I.    TO DANTE ALIGHIERI

SONNET
He, interprets Dante's Dream, related in the first Sonnet

of the Vita Nuova1

UNTO my thinking, thou beheld'st all worth,
All joy, as much of good as man may know,
If thou wert in his power who here below
Is honour's righteous lord throughout this earth.
Where evil dies, even there he has his birth,
Whose justice out of pity's self doth grow.
Softly to sleeping persons he will go,
And, with no pain to them, their hearts draw forth.
Thy heart he took, as knowing well, alas !
That Death had claimed thy lady for a prey :
In fear whereof, he fed her with thy heart.
But when he seemed in sorrow to depart,
Sweet wras thy dream ;  for by that sign, I say,
Surely the opposite shall come to pass.2

II. SONNET

To Ms Lady Joan, of Florence
FLOWERS hast thou in thyself, and foliage.,

And what is good, and what is glad to see ;
The sun is not so bright as thy visage ;

All is stark naught when one hath looked on thee ;
There is not such a beautiful personage

Anywhere on the green earth verily ;
If one fear love, thy bearing sweet and sage

Comforteth him, and no more fear hath he.
Thy lady friends and maidens ministering

Are all, for love of thee, much to my taste :
And much I pray them that'in everything

They honour thee even as thou meritest,
And have thee in their gentle harbouring :

Because among them all thou art the best.

* See the Vita Nuova, at page 328.

2 This may refer to the belief that, towards morning, dreams go
"by contraries.